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education we receive. But even that is no
excuse for sinking into melancholy bank-
ruptcy, and going about the world full of
the earnest capacity for woe, disheartened
and disheartening.

A great teacher has the extraordinary
power, not only of evoking the finest capaci-
ties from the finest minds, but of actually
giving to second-rate minds a belief that
knowledge is interesting and worth atten-
tion. What we have to do, if we have
missed coming under the influence of a great
teacher, is resolutely to put ourselves in
touch with great minds. We shall not burst
into flame at once perhaps, and the process
may seem but the rubbing of one dry stick
against another; one cannot prescribe a
path, because we must advance upon the
slender line of our own interests; but we
can surely find some one writer who revives
us and inspires us; and if we persevere, we
find the path slowly broadening into a road,
while the landscape takes shape and design
around us. The one thing fortunately of
which there is enough and to spare in the
world is good advice, and if we find ourselves
helpless, we can consult some one who
seems to have a view of finer things, whose